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1,100 graduates participate in WWU commencemeiirt
nder a cloudless blue sky
Saturday, June 15, 1,100
exuberant Western graduates
filed from Red Square into Sam
Carver Gymnasium for Western’s
86th commencement ceremonies.
The class of 1985 was bagpiped
toward its final class meeting by
faculty members James A. Speirs,
Leslie Blackwell and elementary
school principal Sidney Hammond,
whose daughter was among the
graduates.

U

take with us from our education,’’
she continued, “are an expanded
consciousness, a greater awareness
of ourselves and the world around
us, plus the ability to think and
reason critically. These are essential

graduates joined with guests, faculty
and staff in singing Auld Lang Syne.
Later in the afternoon, the
College of Business and Economics
hosted a reception for Its graduates,
while Huxley College of Environ
mental Studies and Fairhaven Col
lege held individual commencement
programs. Catharine Stimpson, a
former trustee of Whatcom Com
munity College, gave Huxley’s
keynote address: “Thoughts on
Commencement at Huxley.’’
Jan Shinpoch, a 1973 graduate of
Fairhaven College, gave the com
mencement address to Fairhaven’s
49 graduates. Presently^staff director
of the U.S. House of Representatives’

"As an older returning student, my studies
did not interfere with my social life; they
were my social life," said Lynda D. Bryan,
outstanding graduate in the English
Department, who delivered the 1985 student
address for commencement.

Dr. June Ross and President G. Robert
Ross.
Walking with President G. Robert
Ross at the head of the procession,
June Ross, outgoing Faculty Senate
president, carried the rosewood and
silver mace, symbol of the Univer
sity’s authority to confer academic
degrees.
“I’m delighted you are here to
celebrate with us today,’’ said Presi
dent Ross In welcoming students
and guests to the commencement
ceremonies.
Lynda D. Bryan, the outstanding
graduate of the Department of
English, presented the student
address. A 1959 graduate from
Wapato High School in the Yakima
Valley, Bryan has two college-age
daughters and came to Western in
1983 as a “returning student.’’
“Many students,’’ Bryan noted,
“find It necessary to intersperse their
formal education with extended field
trips into what I’ve come to think of
as ‘real life’.’’
“The most valuable things we

elements for whatever we do in our
personal and community lives; they
are elements sorely needed in the
world today.
“We are entering an era marked
by a growing sense of global citizen
ship. We are called upon to respond
physically and morally to world
concerns about the environment,
hunger and human rights, concerns
which ultimately affect us all. Such
world citizenship calls for a spirit of
cooperation and collaboration
among people unparalleled in the
past. This is a time for cooperation
and consensus, not for divisiveness
and factionalization. Tolerance and
cooperation are achieved only by
individuals who have the personal
security to respond in new ways to
new challenges,’’ said Bryan.
WWU’s Distinguished Alumnus
for 1985, Thomas W. Nelson, and his
wife, Grace Hopp Nelson, were Intro
duced. Following the recognition of
WWU’s retiring faculty and the pre
sentation of teaching and research
awards, each of the graduates was
presented with his or her degree.
Before leaving the gymnasium for
the traditional parade down Memory
Walk in front of Old Main and a
reception in Red Square, the new

Catharine Stimpson delivers the keynote
address at Huxley College's post
commencement ceremonies.

Jan Shinpoch delivered the 1985 Fairhaven
College commencement remarks.
j y bco m0i i ttee o n i n te r n a 11 o n a I
development institutions and
finance, Shinpoch graduated with a
Fairhaven concentration in political
philosophy and social change. The
daughter of A. N. “Bud’’ Shinpoch,
who has served in both chambers of
the State Legislature and is now
Governor Booth Gardner’s revenue
director, and Barbara Shinpoch, the
mayor of Renton, she came by her
interest in politics naturally. Twelve
years after graduation, Shinpoch
said the Individualized education she
received at Fairhaven Is still one of
the most important things in her
life. □
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Commencement Issue
This issue of Rdsumd was
produced in cooperation with
the Lynden Tribune.

Fairhaven graduates, each with identifying
balloon, turned their attention toward the
podium in the Fairhaven courtyard.
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classes in which students are
challenged to learn and are free
from the anxiety of making
mistakes because of their linguistic
Inexperience.

outstanding program of scholar
ship which enables him to remain
abreast of the most current de
velopments in the fields of German
and linguistics,’’ said Dean Peter
Elich of the College of Arts and
Sciences.
Anderson joined the faculty at
Fairhaven College in 1972, where
she teaches communication,
women studies and social history.
In 1977, she became director of
women studies at Western. With
particular expertise in the history of
women in American politics, she
was principal investigator for the
Washington Women’s Heritage
Project, funded by the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

“Professor Weiss combines his
excellent record of teaching with an

Her students speak consistently
of Anderson’s ability to help them

Teaching excellence
awards presented
Western’s 1984-85 Excellence in
Teaching Awards were presented
to Dr. Rudolf Weiss, professor of
German in the Foreign Languages
Department of the College of Arts
and Sciences, and to Dr. Kathryn
Anderson, associate professor at
Fairhaven College. The awards
were given during commencement
ceremonies on June 15.
Weiss has been at Western since
1970 and was a 1963 Western
graduate in German. Regarded by
his colleagues and students as an
outstanding teacher at ail levels of
German and linguistics, Weiss
creates an atmosphere in his

Anderson

Weiss

not only master a body of dis
ciplined Information, butto develop
an area of inquiry, to learn critical
thinking and independent research
skills. An exceptional number of
alumni came forward to second
Anderson’s ability to help them
discover their strengths and skills
and to assist them in building the
discipline necessary to succeed in
their chosen work.
“Professor Anderson Is seen by
her colleagues, by students and
alumni as one of the pioneers in her
field, establishing new courses,
curricula and standards In the
developing field of women studies.
She Is similarly devoted to the
whole spectrum of the Fairhaven
curriculum,” said Dean Daniel
Lamer of Fairhaven College. In

1984 she obtained a grant from the
Ford Foundation, through the
Western States Project on Women
in the Curriculum, to conduct a re
examination of the college’s core
curriculum by Fairhaven faculty in
light of a generation of feminist
scholarship in the sciences, social
sciences, humanities and arts.
The Excellence in Teaching
awards, which include a $1,000
check and a certificate of recog
nition, are provided through
donations to The Western Founda
tion, Inc. Nominations for the
awards, presented to a faculty
member from the College of Arts
and Sciences and from the cluster
colleges, are solicited from faculty,
students and alumni. □

Brown wins Olscamp award
r. Edwin H. Brown, professor
of geology, was presented
with the Paul and Ruth
Olscamp Outstanding Research
Award for 1984-85 during WWU’s
86th commencement ceremonies on
June 15.
Brown, who received his Ph.D.
from the University of California,
Berkeley, and
has been a
faculty member
at Western
since 1966,
specializes In
metamorphic
petrology,
especially blueschists. He has
lectured on this

D

1985’s “Outstanding Graduating Seniors" gathered for one last shot in front of the campus
flag pole near Old Main.

19B5 outstanding ^raduato^
Western Washington University’s
outstanding graduating seniors for
1985 were as follows:

College of Business and
Economics — Catherine Sidle,
accounting; Michael Schwelgert,
business education/office adminis
tration; Kurt Walters, economics;
Kris Aamot, finance, marketing and
decision sciences; and Denise
Hougen, management.

College of Arts and Sciences —
Sandra Labyris, anthropology;
Joanne Franko Lynn, biology; Robert
Waddle, chemistry; Arlene Denise
Hills, computer science; Lynda
Bryan, English; Kathy Cosley,
foreign languages and literatures;
Harriet Beale, geography; MIchaela
Young, geology; Christine Cress,
history; Gayle Bittinger, home
economics; Robert Bolerjack,
journalism; Cynthia Leaf,
mathematics; Sherry Martin, nursing;
Debra Sterk, physical education;
James TIngstadt, physics/
astronomy; Mark Janicke, political
science; Benita Kelly, psychology;
Gail Mallory, recreation and parks;
Mitchell Eggers, sociology; Lynn
White, speech; Lori Jean Larsen,
speech pathology and audiology;
John Grein, technology; and Julie
Saether, visual communication.

School of Education — Mitzi Soo,
elementary education; Theresa
Zurschmiede, special education;
Mary Tisdale, human services.

College of Fine and Performing
Arts — Rebecca Watson, art; Hsi
Ling Chang, music; Daniel Farmer,
theatre.

Huxley College of Environmental
Studies — Kristin Swenddal,
recipient of the Thomas H. Huxley
Award.

Genevie Pfueller and Dave Peterson, co-winners of the WWU Athlete-of-the-Year Award,
receive $50 gift certificates from Rick Boling, general manager of Bellingham’s Sea Galley
restaurant.
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Urban Center — Richard
Burris.
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Three of Western’s 1985 Urban Center graduates took a moment before commencement.
Pictured here are (left to right) Dianne Virginia Church, Richard Burris and Terry Leigh
Jones-Morrison.
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Brown
Switzerland,
Germany, England and Japan, as
well as at major universities In the
United States, and ranks among the
top two dozen metamorphic
petrologists in the world.

Through field mapping and appli
cation of metamorphic petrology.
Brown has made a significant contri
bution to the theory of the tectonic
history of northwestern Washington.
In addition to other studies. Brown
was funded through a $60,000
National Science Foundation grant
in 1980 to map the Shuksan unit, an
estimated 2,000 square miles of rock
in the North Cascades. Findings
were correlated with plate tectonic
and continental drift theories to
discover how the formations moved
to their present site; his results
caused the prevailing theory of
northwest Washington’s geologic
history to be revised.
The research award, which
includes a $1,000 check and a
_____________ _ _______
certTffcate
inition, IS made - * i
possible through a donation by
♦ I
former WWU President Paul
Olscamp and his wife, Ruth, matched
by funds from The Western Founda
tion, Inc. Nominations for the award
are solicited from faculty, students
and alumni. □

Peterson, Pfueller named co-athletes of year
he Western Washington Uni
Northwest and Evergreen Con
versity Athlete of the Year
ference Offensive Player of the Year
award for 1984-85, which is
honors as quarterback of the
being sponsored for the first time Western
by
football team last fall. The 5Sea Galley, will be shared by all-star
foot-9 signal-caller ranked fourth
quarterback Dave Peterson and
nationally (NAIA Division I) In both
sensational distance runner Genevie
passing (248.0 average) and total
Pfueller. It is the first time in the 33offense (242.9 average).
year history of the award that there
A freshman from Bellingham’s
have been co-winners.
Sehome High School, Pfueller
Peterson and Pfueller will receive
became only the second Viking
$50 gift certificates from
athlete to earn NAIA All-America
Bellingham’s Sea Galley restaurant.
honors In both cross-country and
Their names are to be added to a
track and field. Last fall, she became
display board located in Sam Carver
the first WWU woman harrier to win
Gymnasium.
the individual title at the NAIA
District I meet and then had the
A senior from Arlington, Peterson
school’s best-ever performance at
received honorable mention NAIA
nationals by placing ninth. □
All-America, first-team Little All-

T

Alumni scholarship
winners announced
Jeffrey Canaan of Bellingham,
Mien (Julia) Tai of Bellingham and
Kathleen Philbrick of Rockport
(Skagit County) have each been
awarded $1,212 scholarships for
the 1985-86 academic year by the
Western Washington University
Alumni Association.
Canaan will be a senior math/
computer science major at WWU.
He is a 1982 graduate of Bellingham
High School and Is the son of Bill
and Pat Canaan of 2732 Eldridge
Ave. In Bellingham. This is the
fourth consecutive year Canaan
has won a WWU Alumni Associa
tion scholarship.

Tai graduated this June from
Bellingham’s Sehome High School.
She will enter Western this fall and
plans to major in computer science
and accounting. She Is the
daughter of Te-Fu (Dave) and An
Tai of 2208 Ontario St. in
Bellingham.

are awarded on the basis of demon
strated ability, breadth of activities,
sense of Individual purpose and
direction, and financial need.
Three scholarships are awarded
each year. This year nearly 200
applications were received for the
awards. □

Philbrick graduated from Skagit
Valley College this June and will
transfer to Western this fall. She
currently resides in Rockport with
her husband and two children. At
Western, she plans to attend Fairhaven College and pursue an aca
demic concentration in mid
management.
Western Washington University
Alumni Association scholarships

Fine and Performing Arts graduates gather for their 10th anniversary.

Nelson: distinguished alum
homas W. Nelson of El Paso,
Texas, has been named
Western Washington Univer
sity’s Distinguished Alumnus for

T

Halfway house pioneer and 1985 WWU Distinguished Alumnus Tom Nelson (right) is
presented with his award by outgoing Alumni Association President Ron Rennard at a
dinner held in Nelson’s honor on June 14.

Five receive Woodring awards

J'

A.

y».-

ive Western Washington Uni
versity students have been
awarded $2,250 Woodring
Scholarships for the 1985-86 aca
demic year at WWU.
Students receiving the scholar
ships include: John Brandts, a
physical education major from
Amherst, Massachusetts; Karen F.
Krieg, a biology/chemistry major
from Bellingham; Jessica R. Spiller,
an elementary education major from
Blaine; Aarene D. Storms, an English
education major from Bellingham;
and Donna S. Thompson, an
elementary education major from
Bellingham.
The Woodring Scholarship Fund
was established in 1983 and is
funded through an annual $10,000
donation to The Western Founda
tion, Inc., by Paul and Jeannette
Woodring. Dr. Paul Woodring is the
Distinguished Service Professor at

F

WWU, winner of the 1983 Distin
guished Alumni Award from the
American Association of State
Colleges and Universities (AASCU),
and is a nationally recognized
authority on education in the United
States.
Brandts Is the son of John and
Susan Brandts of 38 N. Prospect St.
in Amherst, Massachusetts. He has a
B.A. in business administration and
is now a physical education major
planning to teach at the high school
level.
Krieg Is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. John Krieg of 1927 Lake
Whatcom Blvd. in Bellingham. Major
ing in biology/chemistry, she hopes
to teach at the secondary level.
Spiller, daughter of Edna
Wunschel of Bellingham, currently
resides with her husband, Graham,
at 5464 Salish Road in Blaine. As an
elementary education major, she
plans to apply the English as a
Second Language program toward
her study-in-depth.

“In lieu of incarceration’’ facility for
male misdemeanants, and the
Elizabeth Fry Center, a halfway
house for female released prisoners.
“I have respect for Tom’s deep
commitment to helping those in
need, particularly the disadvantaged
who lack the means and resources to
function adequately in our complex
society. Not only has he demon
strated his commitment by urging
changes in policies, he also was on
the frontline of direct services by
administering many residential treat
ment programs,’’ wrote Edmund D.
Edelman of the Board of Super
visors, Los Angeles County.

1985.
A 1932 graduate from Western
Washington State College, Nelson
was chosen for this honor by a com
mittee of Western alumni and
administrators through a selection
process which began last fall. His
selection was based on his outstand
ing work as a developer of the half
way house concept, which helps
released men and women prisoners
reintegrate into the community.
During the 1940s, Nelson worked
with displaced persons in the United
Nelson received the Presidential
States, Germany and Japan. He was
Meritorious Service Award from the
active in the protection of constitu-^^^,,^jpternatlonaLHalfway House Assotional rights, especially First Amend
elation in 1974 and in 1976, was
ment guarantees, during the 1950s,
presenter at the First International
when these were being severely
Conference on Stigmatized Persons
challenged.
held In England.
Having worked for many years as
Having retired as associate
a teacher and social worker. Nelson
director of the California chapter of
in 1958 became director of Crenshaw
the National Association of Social
House, a halfway house for male
Workers in 1978, Nelson remains
released prisoners operated by the
active in the Southwest region,
American Friends Service Committee
where he works with farm workers,
In Los Angeles. He and his wife,
community-based groups dealing
Grace Hopp Nelson, ran the facility
with criminal justice concerns and Is
together as a family team. At that
a volunteer visitor at La Tuna Federal
time, the halfway house concept was
Correctional Institution.
a radically new approach. It was so
In 1980, Nelson and his wife were
successful that it subsequently be
commended by the California State
came the model for similar facilities
Legislature for “their exemplary
operated by private, state and federal
display of responsible citizenship
organizations.
and dedicated service to their com
After directing Crenshaw House,
munity, state and nation.’’ □
Nelson directed Crofton House, an

Storms Is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. N. A. Storms of 3000 Silvern
Lane in Bellingham. As an English
and education major, she plans to
teach at the secondary level and
would like to continue her education
at the graduate level in library
science and linguistics.

Jim LeGailey, a freshwater studies/
chemistry graduate posed for this shot. His
friends and relatives from Michigan were
unable to attend commencement
ceremonies.

Thompson, a third-year recipient
of the Woodring Scholarship, is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. K. J.
Thompson of 11273 29th Ave. S.W. in
Seattle. She plans to obtain a
master’s degree, probably in a
science-related field. □

The Class of 1935 was honored on campus May 31. Class members were treated to a lunch
in the Board of Trustees room in Old Main, then toured campus to catch up on 50 years of
changes and were the honored guests at a dinner that evening. Ten other individuals who
graduated from Western before 1935 also were in attendance.
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Cars to compete
at Econoralle

I.*'.' ■A

Summer Stock *85

he Viking cars at Western are
revving up their engines for
more competition after return
ing from a March exhibition at the
Society of Automotive Engineers in
Detroit. This time it’s the “Three
Flags Econoralle,” which will pit
many of the best cars in the world
against each other.
The contest is scheduled for
August 14-21, beginning in Van
couver, B.G., and ending in Tijuana,
Mexico, with stops In Seattle,
Tacoma, Portland, Salem, Grant’s
Pass, San Francisco, Los Angeles
and San Diego.

Tickets for the coming Summer
Stock season are now on sale.
Season tickets are $21 for general
admission and $15 for students and
senior citizens. Tickets may be
ordered by calling the Western
Theatre box office at (206) 676-3873.
-

V

Hansel and Gretel:

i: i-r'-s-^ '-

2 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, July 18-20, PAG
199, $2/everyone

; V#

Harvey: 7:30

p.m. WednesdaySaturday, July 17-20, Old Main
Theatre, $5/$3.50

&

Equus,

7:30 p.m. WednesdaySaturday, July 24-27, PAG
Mainstage, $5/$3.50

Fuel economy, exhaust emissions
and performance are the criteria
measured in the Three Flags Econo
ralle.
Seal Is looking for Viking IV to
win in the fuel economy race, with an
average of 87.5 miles per gallon,
which Seal hopes might be pushed
toover90mpg.

Much Ado About Nothing: 7:30

/.

p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, July 31 to
August 3, Old Main Theatre, $5/$3.50

Diviners: 7:30

p.m. SundayWednesday, August 18-21, PAG 399,
$5/$3.50

(S ^■"'»

Guys and Dolls: 7:30

,t • V'

p.m.
Wednesday-Saturday, August 14-17,
& Thursday-Saturday, August 22-24,
PAG Mainstage, $6/$4.50

Averaging 70 mpg. Viking VI
could even be a threat, Seal thinks,
in the fuel economy race.
Performance Is tested by hill
climbs and an auto cross. “Viking VII
ought to win this,” according to Seal,
“since it’s optimized toward the per
formance end of the spectrum.”

-tj
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Published in November, February, May and
August and entered as second-class matter
at the post office in Bellingham,
Washington, and additional offices by the
Alumni Association of Western Washington
University, Bellingham, Washington 98225.
Postmaster: Please send form #3579 to the
Alumni Office, Western Washington
University, Bellingham, Washington 98225.

Seal and WWU students Rick
McAninch, John Kutz and Jeff
Vickers will be participating In the
August rally.
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